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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE  
  
  
The course is designed for those students who have not met state-mandated levels of proficiency in reading and writing as indicated on the PARCC 
and need review and drill in the basic skills.  The curriculum reflects the goals and proficiencies of English courses of study with an emphasis on 
reading, writing, listening, speaking, and language skills.  Students are identified by classroom teachers and recommended for enrollment in the course 
based on their performance on classroom instructional activities, and on their level of performance on state mandated tests.  The design and 
implementation of the course, supplementary to the English courses, is intended to provide support and remediation in assisting these students to 
successfully complete the English courses of study and meet proficiency levels for the tests. Separately we assess students to gauge progress and 
inform instruction. Benchmark assessments for students in grades 9 through 12 are administered in the form of a midterm and final exam for full year 
courses. *Special Note: Only final exams are administered at the end of quarter courses and semester courses.  

  
 Areas of reinforcement in critical reading and listening will include skills in comprehension and inference, vocabulary in context, literary devices, and 
structural elements.  Areas of reinforcement in process writing, speaking, and language will include skills in content/organization, usage, sentence 
construction, mechanics, and awareness of audience and purpose.  The course strives to deliver instruction in a workshop setting.  In addition to 
developing proficiency in language arts/literacy, the student is expected to demonstrate the skills necessary to function successfully in a workshop 
setting.  These skills include time management, the ability to work independently, as well as with peers and the use of self-assessment, and goal-
setting strategies.  
  
This revision incorporates the New Jersey Student Learning Standards (NJSLS) for Language Arts Literacy and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards  (NJSLS) for Technology.  It also condenses all the Strategies courses of study into one document and aligns the course proficiencies with 
the NJSLS.  
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THE LIVING CURRICULUM  
  
Curriculum guides are designed to be working documents. Teachers are encouraged to make notes in the margins. Written comments can serve as 
the basis for future revisions. In addition, the teachers and administrators are invited to discuss elements of the guides as implemented in the 
classroom and to work collaboratively to develop recommendations for curriculum reforms as needed.  

  
 

  
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION  

  
During the development of this course of study, particular attention was paid to material, which might discriminate on the basis of sex, race, religion, 
national origin, or creed. Every effort has been made to uphold both the letter and spirit of affirmative action mandates as applied to the content, 
the texts and the instruction inherent in this course.  

  
 

MODIFICATIONS AND ADAPTATIONS 
 
For guidelines on how to modify and adapt curricula to best meet the needs of all students, instructional staff should refer to the following link - 
http://njcdd.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/tools-teacherspart2.pdf. Instructional staff of students with Individualized Education Plans (IEPs) 
must adhere to the recommended modifications outlined in each individual plan. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS GENERAL GOALS  
  
  
  
  
The students will:  

  
1. develop reading proficiency at grade level.  

  

2. develop writing proficiency at grade level.  
  

3. develop organization and time management skills required by the workshop approach to instruction.  
  

4. strengthen the skills necessary to shape an idea into a composition, which reflects student mastery of the writing conventions outlined in the 
CCSS.  

  

5. continue developing effective revision, editing, and self-evaluation skills used in the writing process.  
  

6. continue developing a foundation in research skills including gathering, organizing, evaluating, and presenting information.  
  

7. continue developing critical thinking and reading skills through the integration of the language arts.  
  

8. use accepted standards of written and spoken English to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.  
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GRADING PROCEDURES  
  
  
  
  
Student grades and credit for the course are dependent upon a demonstration of the mastery of the course proficiencies as measured by:  

  
  
  

In-Class Essays and Joint/Individual Exercises/Projects                                  20%  

Practice Tests                                                                                                          20%  

Daily Work/Effort                                                                                                   30%  

Engagement in Class/Participation                                                                     30%  

  

  
Students’ marking period and overall grades will be determined on a pass/fail basis.  
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS COURSE PROFICIENCIES  

Course: ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302                                                       Title: STRATEGIES – All Levels  
  

In accordance with district policy as mandated by the New Jersey Administrative Code and the New Jersey Student Learning 
Standards, the following are proficiencies required for the successful completion of the above named course.  

The student will:  

I.     READING  
1. given a reading selection, determine the main idea of the passage.  
2. given a reading selection, identify the details in the passage that support the main idea.  
3. given a literary selection, identify and describe the following structural elements:  setting, characterization, conflict, climax, theme, point-of- view, 

style, mood, tone, and figurative language.  
4. given a reading selection, comprehend both literal and inferential meaning.  
5. given a selection of narrative reading, learn to evaluate literature and recognize literary devices, and structural elements.  
6. given pieces of various literary genres, learn strategies for understanding and analyzing elements unique to that genre.  
7. given a set of paired passages, draw comparisons and identify differences in the writers’ use of language, tone, theme, point of view, purpose, 

and audience.  
8. given a selection of reading passages, differentiate mode of writing and identify the characteristics of that mode. 9.  given a selection of 

nonfiction, identify the author’s purpose and organization of ideas and evaluate the strength of the author’s argument.  
  
II.    WRITING  
10. using one’s own or another’s written text, revise for content, organization, grammar, usage, syntax, and mechanics following the rules of standard 

English.  
11. given a writing prompt, compose a multi-paragraph persuasive essay which demonstrates understanding of introductions, conclusions, thesis 

statements, topic sentences, transitional devices, effective paragraphing, and clincher sentences.  
12. demonstrate an ability to use various patterns of organization. 
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13. by sharing ideas in a collaborative group setting, be able to constructively critique peers’ writing, ideas, and insights.  
14. use a variety of prewriting strategies.  
15. given a writing prompt specifying audience and purpose, adjust and adapt writing accordingly.  
  

  
16. given a persuasive, a narrative, or an informational reading selection prompt, compose an open-ended response. 17.  incorporate textual evidence 

when responding to a writing prompt and use proper MLA documentation.  
  
III.   SPEAKING AND LISTENING  
18. demonstrate an understanding of a speaker’s main ideas, tone, purpose, and argument.  
19. through class discussion, recognize the importance of critical listening and develop speaking skills for meaningful communication. 20.  given 

a prompt, organize, prepare, and deliver an oral presentation.  
  
IV.   LANGUAGE  
21. given a literary selection, demonstrate the effects of word meanings on perception, tone, and purpose.  
22. given an unfamiliar vocabulary word in context, determine the meaning of word using context clues.  
23. identify specific context clues that aid in the determination of the meaning of a word. 24.  identify various figures of speech and evaluate their 

effect on the overall writing piece.  
  
V.    RESEARCH  
25. learn how to use various information sources, both print, and non-print.  
26. compile relevant notes using note cards, quote charts, graphic organizers, or other note taking methods.  
27. paraphrase material effectively.  
28. prepare correct MLA documentation of sources used.  
29. present research in a formal mode.  
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 I.  PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
  

Essential Question(s): How do readers recognize the elements of persuasion in a text? What is the purpose of persuasive writing, and how 
should it be structured for maximum effectiveness?  

Enduring  
Understanding(s):  

Understanding persuasive text requires attention to persuasive and propaganda techniques and their function 
in influencing the reader. Persuasive writing is a means to influence others’ opinions. There are a variety of 
ways to structure persuasive writing, and it can be shared through a variety of modes.  

  

PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      
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1. given a reading selection, 

determine the main idea of the 
passage. (1)  

RI.9-10.1 RI.9-
10.2  
RI.11-12.1  
RI.11-12.2  
8.2.12.C.3  

• given a copy of “Why I Hate 
Cell Phones” by Sara Reihani 
from SpringBoard: English 
Textual Power, Level 6 (pages 
154-155), read the article, 
performing Textory or other 
annotations, and label the 
paragraph that contains the 
thesis.  

• compose their own thesis 
statement that effectively 
summarizes Reihani’s main 
idea.  

• select another piece of 
technology and evaluate its 
usefulness, using Reihani’s 
essay as a model for their 
thought process.  

• compose a thesis statement 
that summarizes their main  

Annotated article  
  
Original thesis statement  

See Lead Teacher for guides 
on Textory and annotation 
methods  

  
SpringBoard, Level 6  
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PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

    idea about the effectiveness 
of their chosen piece of 
technology.  

    

2. given a set of paired passages, 
draw comparisons and identify 
differences in the writers’ use of 
language, tone, theme, point of 
view, purpose, and audience. (7)  

SL.9-10.5  
RI.9-10.7 
SL.11-12.5  
RI.11-12.7  

• watch the trailer for the 2007 
movie, 11th Hour.  

• read the interview by Scott 
Roxborough in SpringBoard:  
English Textual Power, Level 
5 (pages 365-366) and the 
article by Patrick J. Michaels 
in SpringBoard: English 
Textual Power, Level 5 
(pages 375-376).  

• discern points addressed in 
both passages but treated 
differently by DiCaprio and 
Michaels in the form of 
answering teacher- 
generated multiple choice 
questions.  

• in groups, develop and 
present a PowerPoint 
presentation that outlines 
the different perspectives in 
both passages.  

Multiple choice active 
reading  

  
PowerPoint presentation  

SpringBoard, Level 5  
  
PARCC website  

  
11th Hour trailer, available on  
imdb.com  



 ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  12  
3. given a selection of nonfiction, 

identify the author’s purpose 
and organization of ideas and  

W.9-10.10  
RI.9-10.2  
RI.9-10.3  
RI.9-10.5  

• read a persuasive essay, 
such as “Guernica: 
Testimony of War” from  

Highlighted copy of the essay  
  
Evaluative paragraph  

Obtain highlighters in 
advance  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

evaluate the strength of the 
author’s argument. (9)  

RI.9-10.6  
RI.9-10.10  
W.11-12.10  
RI.11-12.2  
RI.11-12.3  
RI.11-12.5  
RI.11-12.6  
RI.11-12.10  

SpringBoard: English Textual 
Power, Level 5 (pages 267- 
268).  

• using different colored 
highlighters, color-code the 
thesis, main ideas, and 
supporting details.  

• write one paragraph 
evaluating the strength of 
the author’s argument, using 
specific textual evidence to 
support his evaluation.  

  Create a color-code key for 
consistency  
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4. given a writing prompt, compose 

a multi-paragraph persuasive 
essay which demonstrates 
understanding of introductions, 
conclusions, thesis statements, 
topic sentences, transitional 
devices, effective paragraphing, 
and clincher sentences. (11)  

W.9-10.2.a  
W.9-10.2.b  
W.9-10.2.c  
W.9-10.2.d  
W.9-10.2.e  
W.9-10.2.f  
W.11-12.2.a  
W.11-12.2.b  
W.11-12.2.c  
W.11-12.2.d  
W.11-12.2.e  
W.11-12.2.f  

• review with the teacher the 
structure of a persuasive 
essay.  

• under timed conditions, 
compose a persuasive essay  
that includes an introduction, 
a thesis statement, topic 
sentences, clincher 
sentences, transitional 
devices, a conclusion, and 
effective paragraphing.  

Persuasive essay  See NJDOE website for 
sample state test prompt  

5. by sharing ideas in a collaborative 
group setting, be able to 
constructively critique peers’ 
writing, ideas, and  

W.9-10.6  
SL.9-10.1.d  
L.9-10.1.a  
L.9-10.1.b  
L.9-10.2.a  
9.2 

•  submit a rough draft of their 
persuasive essay to a digital 
platform, such as Google 
Docs or TurnItIn.com Peer  

  Google Docs  
  
TurnItIn.com  

 

PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

insights. (13)  L.9-10.2.b  
L.9-10.2.c  
L.9-10.3.a  
W.11-12.6  
SL.11-12.1.d  
L.11-12.1.b  
L.11-12.2.a  
L.11-12.2.b  
L.11-12.3.a  
8.1.12.A.3  

Mark.  
• work in pairs to critique two 

other students’ essays, using 
a teacher-generated guide 
sheet specifying areas of 
focus.  
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6. use a variety of prewriting 

strategies. (14)  
W.9-10.4 W.9-
10.5  
W.9-10.6  
W.11-12.4  
W.11-12.5  
W.9-10.6  
8.1.12.A.1  

• in response to a persuasive 
prompt, complete a 
structured prewriting 
worksheet, detailing the 
thesis statement, organizing 
main ideas by strength, and 
specifying three supporting 
details for each main idea.  

• use the RANT-TEST-RATE 
method to organize thoughts 
for a persuasive essay.  

• use Inspiration to design a 
thought web or mind map in 
response to a persuasive 
prompt.  

Completed prewriting  See Testing Coordinator or 
Lead Teacher for worksheets  
and additional methods  

  
Sign up for computer lab in 
advance for Inspiration  

7. given a writing prompt 
specifying audience and 
purpose, adjust and adapt 
writing accordingly. (15)  

W.9-10.3.a  
W.9-10.3.b  
W.9-10.3.c  
W.9-10.3.d  
W.9-10.3.e  

•  examine examples of 
persuasion, such as 
commercials; and identify 
the specific audience of each  

Class discussions  
  
Written drafts  

iPad or sign up for MAC lab 
to use iMovie  

 

PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      
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  SL.9-10.1.b  

SL.9-10.1.c  
SL.9-10.3  
SL.9-10.5  
SL.9-10.6  
W.11-12.3.a  
W.11-12.3.b  
W.11-12.3.c  
W.11-12.3.d  
W.11-12.3.e  
SL.11-12.1.b  
SL.11-12.1.c 
SL.11-12.3  
SL.11-12.5  
SL.11-12.6  
8.1.12.A.2  
8.1.12.A.4  
8.2.12.F.1  
8.2.12.G.1  
9.2 

example.  
• given a list of products, 

select one and identify the 
audience best suited to their 
chosen product.  

• in groups, write a 
commercial that sells the 
product, paying special 
attention to their audience.  

• use iMovie to record and 
present their commercial.  

Presented commercial    

8. demonstrate an understanding of 
a speaker’s main ideas, tone, 
purpose, and argument. (18)  

RI.9-10.6 RI.9-
10.7  
RI.9-10.8  
SL.9-10.3  
RI.11-12.6  
RI.11-12.7  
RI.11-12.8  
SL.11-12.3  

• read excerpts from John F. 
Kennedy’s Inaugural Address 
as from SpringBoard: English 
Textual Power, Level 6 
(pages 218-221). Students 
discuss what they think is 
the speaker’s main idea, 
tone, purpose, and 
argument.  

• watch a clip of the Inaugural 
Address on Youtube.com.  
Students discuss the impact  

Class discussion  Mark times on  Youtube.com 
video to know which excerpts 
appear in the printed copy  

 

PERSUASIVE READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  
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The student will be able to:    Students will:      

    that JFK’s delivery has on 
their ability to identify the 
speaker’s main idea, tone, 
purpose, and argument.  

    

9. identify various figures of speech 
and evaluate their effect on the 
overall writing piece. (24)  

RI.9-10.4 RI.9-
10.5  
RI.9-10.6  
L.9-10.5.a  
RI.11-12.4  
RI.11-12.5  
RI.11-12.6  
L.11-12.5.a  

• read and annotate as a class 
“Abolish High School 
Football!” by Raymond A.  
Schroth from SpringBoard:  
English Textual Power, Level 
6 (pages 136-136), paying 
particular attention to 
Schroth’s use of language. 
Teacher models how to 
perform Textory annotations 
on a projected copy of the 
essay.  

• in pairs, complete Activity 
2.8, pages 138-139, to 
analyze the text for its 
persuasive strategies, 
particularly its use of 
language.  

Annotations  
  
Worksheets  

  
Class discussion  

SpringBoard, Level 6  
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II.  NARRATIVE READING  
  

 Essential Question(s):  How will readers identify the development of the structural elements of plot?  

Enduring  Understanding narrative reading requires evaluation of structural elements and their function in developing a Understanding(s): 
 plot.  

  

NARRATIVE READING     

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

10. given a literary selection, 
identify and describe the 
following structural elements: 
setting, characterization, 
conflict, climax, theme, point- 
of-view, style, mood, tone, and 
figurative language. (3)  

RL.9-10.3 RL.9-
10.5  
RL.9-10.10  
RL.11-12.3  
RL.11-12.5  
RL.11-12.10  

• read Zora Neale Hurston’s 
“Sweat” from SpringBoard:  
English Textual Power, Level 
6 (page 298) and create a 
plot diagram.  

• underline the words and 
phrases that Hurston uses to 
characterize Delia and Sykes.  

Plot diagram worksheet and 
marginal notes  

Spring Board, Level 6  

11. given a reading selection, 
comprehend both literal and 
inferential meaning. (4)  

RL.9-10.4  
RL.9-10.10 
RL .11-12.4 
RL.11-12.10  
8.1.12.A.1  

•  identify the literal and 
inferential meaning of 
symbols in Zora Neale 
Hurston’s “Sweat” from  
SpringBoard: English Textual 
Power, Level 6 (page 298) 
using a graphic organizer on 
the iPad.  

Graphic organizer on Pages  Spring Board, Level 6  
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12. given a selection of narrative 

reading, learn to evaluate 
literature and recognize literary 
devices, and structural 
elements. (5)  

RL.9-10.1 RL.9-
10.6  
RL.9-10.10  
RL.11-12.1  
RL.11-12.6  
RL.11-12.10  

•  read D. H. Lawrence’s “The  
Rocking-Horse Winner” 
(page 244) and identify 
examples of irony given 
textual evidence.  

Irony worksheet  The Interactive Reader: British 
Literature  

13. given pieces of various literary  RL.9-10.6  •  read Martin Luther King, Jr.’s  Personal narrative and rubric  The Interactive Reader:  
 

NARRATIVE READING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

genres, learn strategies for 
understanding and analyzing 
elements unique to that genre.  
(6)  

RL.9-10.10  
W.9-10.3.b  
W.9-10.3.c  
W.9-10.3.d  
W.9-10.3.e 
RI.9-10.9  
RL.11-12.6  
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.3.b  
W.11-12.3.c  
W.11-12.3.d 
W.11-12.3.e  
RI.11-12.9  

memoir “Letter from  
Birmingham Jail” (page 312) 
and, using characteristics of 
the memoir, create their 
own personal narrative in no 
less than one page.  

  American Literature  
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14. given a set of paired passages, 

draw comparisons and identify 
differences in the writers’ use of 
language, tone, theme, point of 
view, purpose, and audience.  
(7)  

RL.9.10.4  
RL.9-10.9 RL.9-
10.10  
W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b  
W.9-10.1.c  
W.9-10.1.d  
W.9-10.1.e  
W.9-10.4  
W.9-10.5  
RL.11-12.4  
RL.11-12.9  
RL.11-12.10  
W.11-12.1.a  
W.11-12.1.b  
W.11-12.1.c  
W.11-12.1.d  
W.11-12.1.e  
W.11-12.4  
W.11-12.5  

•  read Christopher Columbus’s 
“A Spectacle of Great  
Beauty” (page 8) and John  
Bakeless’s “America on the 
Eve of Discovery” (page 12) 
and compare and contrast 
using a Venn diagram.  

Venn diagram  The United States in  
Literature: America Reads  
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NARRATIVE READING  

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

15. given a selection of reading 
passages, differentiate mode of 
writing and identify the 
characteristics of that mode.  
(8)  

RL.9-10.3  
RL.9-10.10 
W.9-10.3.a  
W.9-10.3.b  
W.9-10.3.c  
W.9-10.3.d  
W.9-10.3.e 
RL.11-12.3  
RL.11-12.10  
W.11-12.3.a 
W.11-12.3.b  
W.11-12.3.c  
W.11-12.3.d  
W.11-12.3.e  

• read Chinua Achebe’s “Civil 
Peace” (page 350) and will 
make modern day 
connections to how people 
struggle to survive after a 
conflict.  

• write a half-page journal 
entry about a personal 
conflict experienced and 
overcome.  

Conflict notes and journal 
entry  

The Interactive Reader: British 
Literature  

 

NARRATIVE READING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      



 ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  21  
16. given a literary selection, 

demonstrate the effects of 
word meanings on perception, 
tone, and purpose. (21)  

RL.9.10.4  
RL.9-10.9 RL.9-
10.10  
W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b  
W.9-10.1.c  
W.9-10.1.d  
W.9-10.1.e  
W.9-10.4  
W.9-10.5  
RL.11-12.4  
RL.11-12.9  
RL.11-12.10  
W.11-12.1.a  
W.11-12.1.b  
W.11-12.1.c  
W.11-12.1.d  
W.11-12.1.e  
W.11-12.4  
W.11-12.5  

•  after creating a Venn 
diagram for Christopher 
Columbus’ “A Spectacle of  
Great Beauty” on page 8 and 
John Bakeless’s “America on 
the Eve of Discovery” (page  
12), generate a four 
paragraph compare/contrast 
essay.  

Compare/contrast essay and 
rubric  

The United States in  
Literature: America Reads  

17. given an unfamiliar vocabulary 
word in context, determine the 
meaning of word using context 
clues. (22)  

L.9-10.4.a  
L.9-10.4.d  
RL.9-10.10  
L.11-12.4.a  
L.11-12.4.d  
RL.11-12.10  
9.2 

•  after reading Edgar Allan 
Poe’s “The Masque of the 
Red Death” (page 112), 
answer multiple-choice 
questions regarding 
vocabulary context clues.  

Multiple-choice questions  The Interactive Reader: 
American Literature  

18. identify specific context clues 
that aid in the determination of 
the meaning of a word. (23)  

RL.9-10.1  
RL.9-10.10  
L.9-10.4.a  
L.9-10.4.d  
RL.11-12.1  
RL.11-12.10  
L.11-12.4.a  

•  after answering above 
questions, answer follow up 
multiple-choice questions 
choosing textual evidence to 
support the context clues.  

Multiple-choice questions    

  
NARRATIVE READING      

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  
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The student will be able to:    Students will:      

  L.11-12.4.d        
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 III.  ANALYTIC/EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING  
  

Essential Question(s):  What are the different organizational patterns of analytic writing? How does a writer use language to effectively 
communicate his/her desired purpose in a piece of analytic writing?  

Enduring  An effective analytic essay includes making several points and providing sufficient support. Understanding(s):  
  

ANALYTIC/EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING    

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

19. given a set of paired passages, 
draw comparisons and identify 
differences in the writers’ use of 
language, tone, theme, point of 
view, purpose, and audience.  
(7)  

RL.9-10.2  
RL. 9-10.3  
RL. 9-10.5  
RL. 9-10.9  
RL.11-12.2  
RL.11-12.3 
RL.11-12.5  
RL.11-12.9  

•  after reading Double Face by 
Amy Tan and Stranger in the  
Village by James Baldwin  
(Springboard, Senior 
English), answer multiple- 
choice questions comparing 
and contrasting the two 
works.  

Multiple choice questions  Springboard, Senior English  

20. incorporate textual evidence 
when responding to a writing 
prompt and use proper MLA 
documentation. (17)  

W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b  
W.9-10.1.e  
W.11-12.1.a  
W.11-12.1.b  
W.11-12.1.e  

•  using the excerpts above, 
write an essay analyzing the  
difference between how the 
topic of “fitting in” is 
illustrated in both stories, 
using specific textual 
evidence.  

Essay  Springboard, Senior English  

21. given a reading selection, 
identify the details in the 
passage that support the main 
idea. (2)  

RI.9-10.2  
RI. 9-10.3  
RI. 9-10.4  
RI. 9-10.5  
RI. 9-10.6  
RI.11-12.2  
RI.11-12.3  
RI.11-12.4  

• using an editorial such as “F in 
Grammar? Maybe It’s your 
Phone’s Fault,” apply a 
Textory reading to the 
article.  

Textory  New York Times  
  
SIRS Database  

  
Opposing Viewpoints  
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ANALYTIC/EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

   EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER 
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:       

  RI.11-12.5 
RI.11-12.6  
8.1.12.F.1  

       

22. given a persuasive, a narrative, 
or an informational reading 
selection prompt, compose an 
open-ended response. (16)  

W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b 
W.9-10.1.d  
W.9-10.2.b  
W.9-10.2.e  
W.9-10.2.f  
W.11-12.1.a  
W.11-12.1.b 
W.11-12.1.d  
W.11-12.2.b  
W.11-12.2.e  
W.11-12.2.f  

•  compose an open-ended 
response.  

Open-ended response     

23. given a selection of nonfiction, 
identify the author’s purpose 
and organization of ideas and 
evaluate the strength of the 
author’s argument. (9)  

RI.9-10.2 RI.9-
10.3  
RI.9-10.4  
RI.9-10.5  
RI.9-10.6  
RI.11-12.2  
RI.11-12.3  
RI.11-12.4  
RI.11-12.5  
RI.11-12.6  
8.1.12.F.1  

•  find a literary criticism on a 
piece of literature they have 
already read, and analyze 
the merits of the author’s 
argument.  

Written analysis  Ebsco  
  
Bloom’s Literary Reference  

  
ProQuest  
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24. using one’s own or another’s 

written text, revise for content, 
organization, grammar, usage, 
syntax, and mechanics following 
the rules of Standard  

W.9-10.5 W.9-
10.6  
L.9-10.1.a L.9-
10.1.b  
L.9-10.2.a  
L.9-10.2.b  
L.9-10.2.c  

•  download a copy of a 
previously graded essay 
from Turnitin.com, upload 
into Google Drive, and use 
to revise and edit.  

Essay revision  Turnitin.com  
  
Google Drive  

 

ANALYTIC/EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

English. (10)  L.9-10.3.a  
W.11-12.5  
W.11-12.6  
L.11-12.2.a  
L.11-12.2.b  
L.11-12.3.a  
8.2.12.G.1  

      

25. given a writing prompt 
specifying audience and 
purpose, adjust and adapt 
writing accordingly. (15)  

RL.9-10.7  
RL.9-10.10 
W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b  
W.9-10.1.c  
W.9-10.2.c 
RL.11-12.7  
RL.11-12.10 
W.11-12.1.a 
W.11-12.1.b  
W.11-12.1.c  
W.11-12.2.c  

• using a piece of literature they 
have already read, write an 
original literary criticism 
analyzing a literary 
element.  

Literary criticism    
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26. through class discussion, 

recognize the importance of 
critical listening and develop 
speaking skills for meaningful 
communication. (19)  

SL.9-10.1.a  
SL.9-10.1.b  
SL.9-10.1.c  
SL.9-10.1.d  
SL.11-12.1.a  
SL.11-12.1.b  
SL.11-12.1.c  
SL.11-12.1.d  

•  participate in a Socratic 
discussion on a given 
contemporary/controversial 
topic.  

Participation in discussion  
  
Scoring rubric  

Newspapers & magazines  
  
SIRS database  

  
Opposing Viewpoints  

27. given a prompt, organize, 
prepare, and deliver an oral 
presentation. (20)  

SL.9-10.2  
SL.9-10.4  
SL.9-10.5  
SL.9-10.6  
SL.11-12.2  
SL.11-12.4  
SL.11-12.5  

• choose a topic that they are 
interested in and prepare a 
“how-to” speech.  

Speech    

 

ANALYTIC/EXPOSITORY READING AND WRITING    

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  

 EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  

 TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

  SL.11-12.6        

28. given an unfamiliar vocabulary 
word in context, determine the 
meaning of word using context 
clues. (22)  

L.9-10.4.b  
L.9-10.4.c  
L.9-10.5.b  
L.9-10.6  
L.11-12.1.a 
L.11-12.4.b  
L.11-12.4.c  
L.11-12.5.b  
L.11-12.6  

•  use an editorial or op-ed 
article to identify and define 
unfamiliar words using  
context clues, then find a 
synonym and antonym for 
each, and delineate different 
forms of each word (e.g. 
conceive, conception, 
conceivable).  

Vocabulary words, 
definitions, and 
synonyms/antonyms  

Newspapers & magazines  
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 IV.  RESEARCH SKILLS  
  

Essential Question(s):  How do media sources impact our understanding of the truth and significance of an issue? How can media 
texts be constructed to support an agenda or interpretation?  

Enduring  
Understanding(s):  

Media shape how and what we know about particular events. Different media channels communicate 
information about a particular event. Different critical perspectives shape the reporting and interpreting of 
events.  

  

RESEARCH SKILLS     

PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

29. demonstrate an ability to use 
various patterns of 
organization. (12)  

W.9-10.2.a  
SL.9-10.1.b  
SL.9-10.1.c  
SL.9-10.1.d  
W.11-12.2.a  
SL.11-12.1.b  
SL.11-12.1.c  
SL.11-12.1.d  

• given a student sample of a 
research paper outline of 
body paragraphs in random 
order, work in pairs to place 
the paragraphs into an order 
that best supports the thesis 
statement.  

• defend their organization to 
explain how the order of 
paragraphs is a logical 
exploration of the thesis 
statement.  

Paired organization of 
outline  

  
Class discussion  

Obtain student sample with 
name removed from sample 
book, or see Lead Teacher  

30. learn how to use various 
information sources, both print 
and non-print.  (25)  

W.9-10.1.a  
W.9-10.1.b  
W.9-10.1.c  
W.9-10.1.d  
W.9-10.1.e  
W.9-10.2.a  
W.9-10.2.b  
W.9-10.2.c  
W.9-10.2.d  
W.9-10.2.e  

• select a non-literary topic to 
research.  

• consult the media center 
print sources and databases 
to evaluate and select 
appropriate support.  

• organize their ideas in a 
logical way, such as semantic  

Completed research paper  See Lead Teacher for graphic 
organizers  

  
PTHSD Research Handbook  

  
Media Center print and 
database sources  
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RESEARCH SKILLS  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

  W.9-10.2.f  
W.9-10.4 W.9-
10.5 W.9-10.6 
W.9-10.7  
W.9-10.8  
W.9-10.9.b  
W.9-10.10  
W.11-12.1.a  
W.11-12.1.b  
W.11-12.1.c  
W.11-12.1.d  
W.11-12.1.e  
W.11-12.2.a 
W.11-12.2.b  
W.11-12.2.c  
W.11-12.2.d  
W.11-12.2.e  
W.11-12.2.f  
W.11-12.4 
W.11-12.5 
W.11-12.6 
W.11-12.7  
W.11-12.8  
W.11-12.9.b  
W.11-12.10  
8.1.12.A.2  
8.1.12.A.4  
8.1.12.D.2  
9.2 

webbing, outline, graphic 
organizers, etc.  

• compose a rough draft.  
• peer edit and revise their 

drafts.  
• compose a final draft, and 

submit it to  TurnItIn.com.  

  TurnItIn.com  

31. compile relevant notes using 
note cards, quote charts, 
graphic organizers, or other 
note taking methods. (26)  

W.9-10.8 
W.11-12.8  

•  after reading the articles on 
pages 272 and 275, complete 
the graphic organizers 
activity 5.4 on  

Completed graphic organizers  Spring Board, Senior English  
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RESEARCH SKILLS  
PROFICIENCY / OBJECTIVE  
(Numbers in parenthesis indicate 

correlation with the course proficiencies.)  

  
STANDARDS  

  
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY  

  EVALUATION/  
ASSESSMENT  

  TEACHER  
NOTES  

The student will be able to:    Students will:      

    page 279 SpringBoard: 
English Textual Power, 
Senior English to compile 
notes on the subject of 
media impact and influence.  

    

32. paraphrase material effectively.  
(27)  

RI.9-10.2  
RI.9-10.10  
RI.11-12.2  
RI.11-12.10  

• as part of a research project, 
obtain articles and 
paraphrase the author’s 
thesis and main points in 
outline form.  

Outline  Media Center website 
databases  

  
PTHSD Research Handbook  

33. prepare correct MLA 
documentation of sources used.  
(28)  

W.9-10.7 W.9-
10.8  
W.11-12.7  
W.11-12.8  

• in groups, choose one thesis 
statement from a prepared 
list.  Given a selection of 
essays, groups will choose 
three that support their 
thesis statement.  

• prepare a Works Cited page 
containing the correct MLA 
documentation for each 
source.  

Works Cited page  PTHSD Research Handbook  

34. present research in a formal 
mode. (29)  

W.9-10.9.a 
W.11-12.9.a  

•  bring in their literary 
research paper materials 
from their English class and 
gather peer and teacher 
feedback on their progress 
in a workshop format.  

Formal research paper  PTHSD Research Handbook  
  
Work with students’ English 
teachers to understand the 
requirements for the  
assignment  
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DATABASES  

 Bloom’s Literary Reference  
 SIRS  
EBSCO  
ProQuest  
Literature Resource Center  
Opposing Viewpoints  
Salem Press  

   
  
WEBSITES  

 Google Docs            www.docs.google.com  
 Internet Movie Database          www.imdb.com  
 John F. Kennedy Inaugural Address         www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEC1C4p0k3E  

 Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers   www.parcconline.org  
 State of New Jersey Department of Education                                             www.state.nj.us/education  

 Study Island  www.studyisland.com  

  
  
  

http://www.docs.google.com/
http://www.docs.google.com/
http://www.imdb.com/
http://www.imdb.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEC1C4p0k3E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PEC1C4p0k3E
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.state.nj.us/education
http://www.state.nj.us/education
http://www.studyisland.com/
http://www.studyisland.com/
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COMPUTER SOFTWARE  

 iBooks iMovie Inspiration iTunes iTunesU  
   Microsoft PowerPoint  

 Microsoft Word  
 Pages iPad app   



 ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  33  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
   
  
  
  
  
  

 APPENDIX A  SAMPLE AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT   
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT ACTIVITY  
RMW SOUNDTRACK - PRESENTATION  

  
Your assignment is to create a soundtrack for any book you have ever read.  These should be songs that in some way relate to a character, plot event, 
or theme of the book. For this project, you will present your soundtrack to the class, using your music choices and a PowerPoint. You will work on this 
assignment with ONE partner (although if you’d prefer to work on your own, you are welcome to do so).  

  
  

REQUIREMENTS  
• There should be a minimum of 5 songs on the soundtrack.  

• For each song, you must pick either A) a character  
B) a specific event in the plot  
C) a theme that corresponds to that song.  

   

• You must include 1 quote directly from the text and 1 quote directly from the song to show the connection between the two. You must have these 
written out and included in the visual element of your project.  

  
   
PREWRITING  

  
  

 Song #1      Artist      
  
  
This song corresponds to:  

 A)  a character  B)  a specific event in the plot  C)  a theme of the story  
  
 Reason for choosing it in one sentence:  
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Quotes from book (put first & last words and page number):  

  
  
  

  
  

Song lyrics:  
  
  
  

  
  
  
   
  

 Song #2     Artist      
  
  

This song corresponds to:  
 A)  a character  B)  a specific event in the plot  C)  a theme of the story  

  
  

Reason for choosing it in one sentence:  
  

  
  
  
  

Quotes from book (put first & last words and page number):  
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Song lyrics:  

 
  
  
  

 Song #3      Artist      
  
  

This song corresponds to:  
 A)  a character  B)  a specific event in the plot  C)  a theme of the story  

  
  

Reason for choosing it in one sentence:  
  
  
  
  
  

Quotes from book (put first & last words and page number):  
  
  
  

  
  

Song lyrics:  
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 Song #4      Artist      
  
  

This song corresponds to:  
 A)  a character  B)  a specific event in the plot  C)  a theme of the story  

  
  

Reason for choosing it in one sentence:  
 

  
  
  

Quotes from book (put first & last words and page number):  
  
  
  

  
  

Song lyrics:  
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 Song #5      Artist      
  
  

This song corresponds to:  
 A)  a character  B)  a specific event in the plot  C)  a theme of the story  

  
  

Reason for choosing it in one sentence:  
  

  
  
  
  

Quotes from book (put first & last words and page number):  
  
  
  
  
  

Song lyrics:  
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AUTHENTIC ASSESSMENT TASK  
EXTENDING UNDERSTANDING:  WRITING PROJECT  

  
Internet research has become an integral part of both our work and personal lives.  In order to utilize this information highway, and to develop critical 
thinking and writing skills for the real world of work, you will complete an HSPA-related project.  For this project you will identify a current problem 
which exists on the local, county, state or national level.  You will then research that problem on the internet, propose a very specific plan to address 
that problem and write a proposal to a government official on the appropriate level.  Make sure that your proposal is specific and refers directly to 
material you have unearthed in your research.  Also, you need to refer to the Extending Understanding Scoring Rubric in planning your proposal.  

  
Some possible topics might include:  

•  environmental preservation  •  educational reform  
•  genetic engineering  •  discrimination  
•  gun control  •  media responsibility  
•  disease epidemics  •  energy needs  
•  censorship  •  welfare reform  
•  political ethics    

  

PLANNING AND PREWRITING  
• What problem on the local, county, state or national level will you address?  
• What, specifically, can be done to improve the situation?  
• What steps need to be taken, and in what order, to solve the problem?  
• What did you discover in your research that leads you to think that this solution will work?  
• What kinds of resources, including people, will you utilize?   
• How will you determine the success of your efforts?  

  
WRITING PROJECT: CHALLENGE  

  
  
Write a letter to a local, county, state or national official outlining a very specific plan for addressing a current societal problem.  In your letter explain 
clearly and specifically what you plan to do, what steps you will take to implement your plan and why your plan will be a valuable contribution. Refer 
to the articles and materials you have unearthed in your internet research as support for your rationale.  
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 NAME:       
  

RECORD OF DAILY WORK AND PROGRESS  
 WEEK OF:  POINTS EARNED  

MONDAY  Activity:    

TUESDAY  Activity:    

WEDNESDAY  Activity:    

THURSDAY  Activity:    

FRIDAY  Activity:    

  
KEY FOR POINTS EARNED: 0 = No work      1 = Marginal Work     2 = Worked on task 
 
 

REFLECTION: (For example: What did you learn this week? What are you still having trouble with? What areas do you feel more confident?)  
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 APPENDIX B  LANGUAGE ARTS SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO   
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PARSIPPANY-TROY HILLS TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS  
LANGUAGE ARTS  

SHOWCASE PORTFOLIO  
  

 COURSE OF STUDY:       
  
 
TABLE OF CONTENTS  

  
1. Growth in Writing Entry  
2. Best Writing Process Entry  
3. Reading Process Entry  
4. Technology Entry  
5. Oral Presentation Entry (Optional)  

  
  
GROWTH IN WRITING ENTRY  

  
 Selection – Expository Piece of Writing:       

  

Targeted Skill:   Grade 9     Development of introductory strategies Grade 10  Integrating primary sources  
 Grade 11  Integrating primary and secondary sources  
 Grade 12  Coherence (and Adherence) to the thesis statement – attention to diction, clarity, unity  

  
   
Student Self-Assessment  

1. How did you go about writing this piece? How did you come up with the topic? What influenced you as you were working on this piece.  
2. Why did you select each of these pieces in your growth entry?  
3. What did you learn about writing and about yourself as a writer from composing these two pieces?  
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BEST PROCESS PIECE ENTRY  

  
  
  
Selection – Use of Writing Process:     

   
  
  

 

Target Skill:  Grade 9 Grade 
10  

Constructing an effective thesis statement  
Research citations, note cards/quote chart, correct format  

    Distinguishing between revision and editing  
  Grade 11  Revision strategies – Delimiting a topic, identifying fallacies, bias, and speculation  
    in revising an essay’s argument  
  Grade 12  Effective revision techniques – synthesize, interpret, employ logical analysis, and form  
    valid judgments.  

 

 List additional pieces included 
with this entry:  
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Student Self-Assessment  
1. How did you get started on this piece? How did you decide on a topic?  
2. What happened as you worked on it? How did you go about writing it?  
3. How did your ideas about the topic change from the beginning to the end of working on the piece?  
4. What were the hardest decisions to make as you worked on the piece? How did you make them?  
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EVIDENCE OF READING PROCESS ENTRY  

  
  

 Titles of pieces of work included with this entry:       
  
  

    
  

Targeted Skills: Grade 9  Metacognitive response through literature logs  
Grade 10  Using think-aloud reading strategies and rubric to evaluate student responses  
Grade 11  Using think-aloud reading strategies with poetry  
Grade 12  Dialectic responses  

  
  
  

Student Self-Assessment  
1. How did you go about choosing the work samples you have included?  
2. What did you learn about the reading process from doing the work you have submitted?  
3. How does the work you have included show what happens in your mind during the act of reading?  



 ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  46  
4. What do the work samples you have included show about your strengths and weaknesses as a reader?  

  
 
  
  

Student Self-Assessment  
1. Why did you select this piece for the oral presentation entry?  
2. What did you learn about speaking and about yourself as a speaker from preparing and delivering this oral presentation?  
3. How does this presentation show something about your strengths and weaknesses as a speaker?  
4. What difficulties or challenges did you face as you prepared this oral presentation? What did you especially enjoy about this task?  
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GRADES 6-11  
CONDENSED SCORING RUBRIC FOR PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE ITEMS   

(Revised July 29, 2014)*  
Research Simulation Task and Literary Analysis Task  

  

Construct  

Measured  

  

Score Point 4  

  

Score Point 3  

  

Score Point 2  

  

Score Point 1  

  

Score Point 0  
  

  

  
Reading  

Comprehension of 
Key Ideas and 
Details  

The student response  

demonstrates full 
comprehension of 
ideas stated explicitly 
and inferentially by 
providing an accurate 
analysis and 
supporting the analysis 
with effective and 
convincing  

The student response  

demonstrates 
comprehension of 
ideas stated explicitly 
and/or inferentially by 
providing a mostly 
accurate analysis, 
and supporting the 
analysis with 
adequate textual  

The student response  

demonstrates basic 
comprehension of 
ideas stated explicitly 
and/or inferentially by 
providing a generally 
accurate analysis and 
supporting the analysis 
with basic textual 
evidence.  

The student response  

demonstrates limited 
comprehension of 
ideas stated explicitly 
and/or inferentially by 
providing a minimally 
accurate analysis and 
supporting the analysis 
with limited textual  

The student response  

demonstrates no 
comprehension of 
ideas by providing 
inaccurate or no 
analysis and little to 
no textual evidence.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Writing  

Written Expression  

tThe t stlu denidt resp 
onse  

x addresses the prompt 
and provides 
effective and 
comprehensive 
development of the 
claim or topic that is  
consistently 
appropriate to the 
task by using clear 
and convincing 
reasoning supported 
by relevant textual 
evidence;  

  

  

  
x demonstrates 

purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, 
making it easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas;  

  

Thide studen t response  

x addresses the prompt 
and provides mostly 
effective 
development of the 
claim or topic that is 
mostly appropriate 
to the task, by using 
clear reasoning 
supported by relevant 
textual evidence;  

  

  

  

  

  

  
x demonstrates 

coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, 
making it fairly easy 
to follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas;  

The student response  

x addresses the prompt 
and provides some 
development of the 
claim or topic that is 
somewhat 
appropriate to the 
task, by using some 
reasoning and text-
based evidence;  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
x demonstrates some  

coherence, clarity, 
and/or cohesion, 
making the writer’s 
progression of  

Thide studen t response  

x addresses the prompt 
and develops the claim 
or topic and provides 
minimal development 
that is limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task by using 
limited reasoning and 
text-based evidence; 
or  

  
x is a developed, text-

based response with 
little or no 
awareness of the 
prompt;  

  
x demonstrates 

limited coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, making 
the  
writer’s progression of 
ideas somewhat 
unclear;  

  

  

The student response x 

is undeveloped and/or 

inappropriate to the 

task;  
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Writing  

  
Knowledge of  
Language and  
Conventions  

  The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
full command of the 
conventions of 
standard English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage, 
but meaning is clear.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
some command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
that occasionally 
impede 
understanding, but the 
meaning is generally 
clear.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
limited command of 
the conventions of 
standard English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
that often impede 
understanding.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
no command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
Frequent and varied 
errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
impede 
understanding.  
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GRADES 6-11  
CONDENSED SCORING RUBRIC FOR PROSE CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE ITEMS  

(Revised July 29, 2014)*  
Narrative Task (NT)  

  

Construct  Score Point 4  Score Point 3  Score Point 2  Score Point 1  Score Point 0  

  M d  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Writing  

Written Expression  

The student response  

x is effectively 
developed with 
narrative elements 
and is consistently 
appropriate to the 
task;  

  

  
x demonstrates 

purposeful 
coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, 
making it easy to 
follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas;  

  

  

  

The student response  

x  is mostly effectively 
developed with 
narrative elements 
and is mostly 
appropriate to the 
task;  

  

  
x  demonstrates 

coherence, clarity, 
and cohesion, 
making it fairly easy 
to follow the writer’s 
progression of ideas;  

  

  

  

The student response  

x is developed with 
some narrative 
elements and is 
somewhat 
appropriate to the 
task;  

  

  
x demonstrates some  

coherence, clarity, 
and/or cohesion, 
making the writer’s 
progression of ideas 
usually discernible 
but not obvious;  

 x has a style that 
is  

The student response  

x is minimally 
developed with few 
narrative elements 
and is limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task;  

  
x demonstrates 

limited coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, making 
the  
writer’s progression of 
ideas somewhat 
unclear;  

  

  

  

The student response  

x  is undeveloped 
and/or 
inappropriate to 
the task;  

  

  

  
x  lacks coherence, 

clarity, and cohesion;  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
Writing Knowledge of  

Language and  
Conventions  

  The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
full command of the 
conventions of 
standard English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be a few minor errors 
in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage, 
but meaning is clear.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
some command of the 
conventions of standard 
English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
that occasionally 
impede 
understanding, but the 
meaning is generally 
clear.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
limited command of 
the conventions of 
standard English at an 
appropriate level of 
complexity. There may 
be errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
that often impede 
understanding.  

The student response to 
the  

prompt demonstrates 
no command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
Frequent and varied 
errors in mechanics, 
grammar, and usage 
impede 
understanding.  

  



ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
  
  

APPENDIX D  CROSS-CONTENT WORKPLACE READINESS STANDARDS   



ENG102, 202, 302 and MES102, 202, 302  Strategies for Reading and Writing  
  

                                                           CROSS-CONTENT WORKPLACE READINESS STANDARDS 
  
  

STANDARD 1  ALL STUDENTS WILL DEVELOP CAREER PLANNING AND WORKPLACE 
READINESS SKILLS  

 STANDARD 2 ALL STUDENTS WILL USE INFORMATION, TECHNOLOGY 
AND OTHER TOOLS  

  

 1.1  Demonstrate employability skills and work habits    2.1  Understand technological systems  
 1.2  Describe the importance of skills and attitudes    2.2  Select appropriate tools and technology  
 1.3  Identify career interests    2.3  Access and use technology  
 1.4  Develop a career plan    2.4  Use databases  
 1.5  Identify transferable skills    2.5  Access communication and information systems  
 1.6  Select a career major    2.6  Access information  
 1.7  Describe the importance of academic and occupational skills    2.7  Use technology and other tools to solve problems  
 1.8  Demonstrate occupational skills    2.8  Use technology and other tools to produce products  
 1.9  Identify job openings    2.9  Use technology to present designs and results of investigations  
 1.10  Prepare a resume and complete job applications    2.10  Discuss problems related to technology  
 1.11  Demonstrate a successful job interview        
 1.12  Demonstrate consumer and other financial skills        

 
Standard 3 All students will use critical thinking, decision-making and problem-solving  

 

  
Standard 4 All students will demonstrate self-management skills  

 

 3.1  Define problem/clarify decisions    4.1  Set short and long term goals  
 3.2  Use models and observations    4.2  Work cooperatively  
 3.3  Formulate questions and hypotheses    4.3  Evaluate own actions and accomplishments  
 3.4  Identify and access resources    4.4  Describe constructive responses to criticism  
 3.5  Use library media center    4.5  Provide constructive criticism  
 3.6  Plan experiments    4.6  Describe actions which demonstrate respect  
 3.7  Conduct systematic observations    4.7  Describe roles people play  
 3.8  Organize, synthesize and evaluate information    4.8  Demonstrate refusal skills  
 3.9  Identify patterns    4.9  Use time efficiently  
 3.10  Monitor their own thinking    4.10  Apply study skills  
 3.11  Identify/evaluate alternative decisions    4.11  Describe how ability, effort and achievement are interrelated  
 3.12  Interpret data       
 3.13  Select and apply solutions to problem-solving and decision-making   STANDARD 5 ALL STUDENTS WILL APPLY SAFETY PRINCIPLES  
 3.14  Evaluate solutions    5.1  Explain injury prevention  
 3.15  Apply problem-solving skills to design projects    5.2  Develop and evaluate an injury prevention program  
       5.3  Demonstrate safe physical movement  
       5.4  Demonstrate safe use of equipment or tools  
       5.5  Identify and demonstrate use of safety and protective devices  
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       5.6  Identify common hazards  
       5.7  Identify and follow safety procedures  
       5.8  Discuss rules to promote safety and health  
       5.9  Describe and demonstrate basic first aid  
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                      APPENDIX E     NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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NEW JERSEY STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 

 

3 - English Language Arts 

8 - Technology 

9 - 21st Century Life and Careers 
 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/tech/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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